Local songwriter wins “Single of the Year”
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Local singer and songwriter Anthony Kelly of the recording group Shifty Morgan was honoured by the Saskatchewan Country Music Association recently when he was presented with an award of excellence at the SCMA 17th Annual Awards ceremony held in Nipawin on Sunday, March 19.

Kelly, who hails from Rocanville, won Single of the Year for his song You Belong Here, which was both written and performed by himself. The category, which is presented to composers, is the second year in a row Kelly’s name has been on the Song of the Year award, but the first time it has been alone.

“We also won this award last year for the song Because I Want To but that song was cowritten by Marney Duncan-Cary and Brian Kelly,” said Anthony. 

Kelly was also nominated for three other awards, those being Male Vocalist of the Year, which was won by Brad Johner, Single of the Year, which was won by Jessica Robinson for her song I Like This Place, and All Star Band (Specialty), which was won by Dean Bernier. As for his group Shifty Morgan, they were nominated for Group of the Year Award but lost out to recording artists The Poverty Plainsmen.

Despite not bringing home all the awards they were nominated for, Kelly says that Shifty Morgan has done well over the years. In 2004, they won the SCMA Group of the Year Award while in 2003 they received the SCMA Rising Star Award.

Since their debut album was released in 2002, Shifty Morgan has entertaining audiences across the prairies and appeared with artists such as Poverty Plainsmen, Duane Steele, Brad Johner, Jason McCoy, Lisa Brokop. 

Their debut album "Anything But Easy" had five singles – Hasn't Been Me, Closer to Blue, She Ain't Lonely Yet, Old Man in the Mirror, and Now That Day is Gone – each of which were Top 100 Cancountry single hits.

Shifty Morgan consists of Anthony Kelly from Rocanville on lead vocals, guitar and mandolin, Guy Wall from Moosomin on lead guitar and vocals, Blake Kelly of Rocanville on rhythm guitar and vocals, Vern Nixon of Wapella on bass, and Neil Coghill of Whitewood on drums.

